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A  LIVING 
PROPHET 
IN    ISRAEL 


FT  has  been  taught  as  a  dogma  of  sectarianism  that  revelation  from  God 
■*■  to  man  ceased  long  ago,  and  that  mankind  may  not  consistently  hope 
for  a  renewal  of  communication  between  the  heavens  and  earth  through 
prophets  invested  with  divine  power. 

The  Lord  is  pouring  out  His  Spirit  on  all  the  world  today  and  the 
world  must  receive  direction  from  on  high  if  peace  is  to  come.  We  are 
God's  children  as  much  today  as  the  people  who  lived  in  the  days  of  Adam, 
Noah,  Moses,  Isaiah,  and  during  the  meridian  of  time  when  the  Saviour 
was  upon  earth. 

How  poverty  ridden  is  our  world  today  in  the  way  of  living  with  one 
another.  The  strains  and  stresses  of  human  relationship  and  the  unrest 
among  nations  give  evidence  of  the  need  of  divine  help.  Human  nature  does 
not  change.  The  basic  needs  of  man  today  are  similar  to  those  of  man  cen- 
turies ago.  Economic  conditions  may  change  from  generation  to  generation, 
but  the  need  for  authorative  guidance  from  our  Father  in  Heaven  is  still 
needed  if  man  is  to  reach  his  highest  destiny  on  earth  and  in  eternity.  It  is 
inconsistent  with  reason  and  our  conception  of  the  unchangeable  justice  of 
God  that  this  dispensation  should  not  have  a  prophet  to  guide  the  people 
of  the  world. 

In  Amos  3:7,  we  read:  "Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  but  he 
revealeth  his  secret  unto  his  servants  the  prophets." 

Personal  matters  may  be  given  attention  by  prophets  of  God. 
In  II  Kings  5:2-3,  the  beautiful  story  of  Naaman  is  recorded: 
"And  the  Syrians  had  gone  out  by  companies,  and  had 
brought  away  captive  out  of  the  land  of  Israel  a  little 
maid;  and  she  waited  on  Naaman' s  wife.  And  she  said 
unto  her  mistress,  Would  God  my  lord  were  with  the 
prophet  that  is  in  Samaria]  for  he  would  recover  him 
of  his  le prosy. ." 

Read  the  story  of  Naaman's  recovery  from  leprosy  by  following  the 
counsel  of  a  prophet  of  God. 

Prophets  speak  for  God  by  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood.  They  may 
interpret  the  word  of  God  and  apply  it  to  the  conditions  of  the  day  in 
which  they  live.  Sometimes  they  speak  of  the  future  distress  of  nations  who 
have  neglected  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God. 

In  this  dispensation  the  Lord  called  Joseph  Smith  and  he  was  properly 
ordained  to  restore  the  fullness  of  the  everlasting  gospel.  From  the  day 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph,  to  the  present  day,  there  has  always  been  a  prophet 
standing  at  the  head  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  month  on  September  8,  is  the  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of 
President  David  O.  McKay,  a  Prophet  of  God.  We  honour  him  and  sustain 
him,  and  say  to  the  people  of  the  world  —  There  is  a  Prophet  in  Israel. 
May  they  have  ears  to  hear  and  hearts  to  pray  that  they  may  escape  the 
destructions  that  will  befall  mankind  in  the  latter  days. 

President  J.  Golden  Snow 
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EDITORIAL 

Non-Mormon  Authors  and 
Joseph  Smith 

IN  his  book  entitled  JOSEPH  SMITH.  AN  AMERICAN  PROPHET 
author  John  Henry  Evans  attempts  to  give  a  completely  unbiased 
account  of  Joseph  Smith.  His  book,  which  is  published  by  the  Macmillan 
Company  of  New  York,  has  been  sold  across  book  counters  throughout 
America.  Evans  gives  his  readers  a  "scientific  treatment  of  Joseph  Smith, 
the  Mormon  prophet — that  is,  to  present  the  available  facts,  without 
smothering  these  facts  in  opinion."1 

In  presenting  his  true  "scientific  treatment"  of  the  Prophet  of  Palmyra, 
he  makes  the  following  observation  in  his  preface: 

"All  through  the  work,  moreover,  I  have  followed  only  what  is 
called  source  material.  This,  too,  in  the  case  of  the  Prophet,  is  a  departure 
from  the  beaten  path,  although  it  has  long  since  been  the  practice  every- 
where else  in  historical  writing.  Perhaps  ninety-five  percent  of  what  has 
been  written  about  Joseph  Smith  consists  of  opinion,  and  opinion,  too,  by 
those  who  could  not,  and  did  not,  have  any  first  hand  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  This  is  the  unpardonable  sin  in  historical  work."" 

While  writing  from  a  non-Mormon  point  of  view,  Evans  goes  to  great 
length  to  point  out  the  common  failings  of  certain  "unfriendly  critics."  He 
states : 

"As  a  rule,  accounts  of  the  Mormon  leader  by  unfriendly  critics  (which 
means  most  of  his  critics)  have  certain  features  in  common. 

"First,  these  critics  apparently  take  no  pains  to  be  accurate.  The  most 
pretentious  secular  history  of  the  Mormons,  for  example,  says  that  the 
father  of  Joseph  Smith  "and  several  of  the  boys  could  not  read."  The 
statement  is  simply  untrue.  This  sort  of  carelessness,  to  put  it  charitably, 
is  to  be  seen  on  almost  every  page  of  the  work  in  question.  The  author,  a 
college  professor,  would  not  think  of  turning  out  a  treatise  on.  say.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  so  honeycombed  with  basal  misstatements. 

"Second,  these  accounts  are  undiscriminating.  They  were  written,  it 
would  seem,  in  blissful  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  all  evidence  must  be 
carefully  weighed,  so  that  what  is  true  shall  be  set  apart  from  what  is  not 
true.  Most  of  the  information  concerning  the  Prophet's  life  in  Palmyra,  to 
illustrate,  is  to  be  found  in  certain  affidavits  by  old  neighbours.  In  an> 
other  case  than  Joseph  Smith's,  writers  would  deem  it  necessary  to  ask  such 
questions  as  these:  Who  were  these  old  neighbours?  At  whose  instigation 
were  they  induced  to  make  affidavits  against  the  Prophet?  What  was  his 
probable  motive?  How  much  in  the  affidavits  is  direct  testimony  and 
how  much  hearsay? 

"But  writers  on  the  subject  who  make  use  of  these  statements  almost 
uniformly  take  them  at  their  face  value.  Besides,  they  have  formed  the 
habit  of  quoting  one  another,  instead  of  going  to  the  sources  for  their  in- 
formation, so  that  yesterday's  volume  is  but  a  rehash  of  Howe  and  other 
early  writers  on  Mormonism  and  contain  a  minimum  of  fact  and  a  maxi- 
mum of  opinion."'1 

Evans  goes  on  to  say : 

"On  the  whole,  these  accounts  of  the  Prophet  by  his  critics  are  con- 

1  John   Henry  Evans.  JOSEPH  SMITH.  AN    AMERICAN    PROPHET: 

Macmillan  Company.   1943:  p.  viii. 
'-'  Ibid,  p.  viii. 
;  Ibid.,  p  16.   17. 
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ceived  in  a  common  spirit  of  unfriendliness.  Sometimes  writers  become  face- 
tious, as  if  they  were  depicting  the  antics  of  a  clown.  Sometimes  they  grow 
impatient,  petulant,  as  of  one  who  is  bored  with  his  subject.  But  often  they 
are  bitter,  vengeful,  as  of  a  man  who  cherishes  a  person  grudge.  Surely 
one  who  has  moulded  the  thoughts  and  lives  of  millions  of  his  fellows  is 
deserving  of  more  consideration  at  the  hands  of  those  who  undertake  to 
form  the  judgement  of  others."' 

Josiah  Quincy.  a  learned  gentleman  who  later  became  the  mayor  of 
Boston,  visited  Joseph  Smith  at  the  height  of  the  Nauvoo  period.  He  was 
so  impresed  by  his  contact  with  the  Mormon  Prophet  that  he  wrote  an 
account  of  that  visit  and  later  published  it  in  a  book  entitled:  FIGURES 
OF  THE  PAST.  Quincy  wrote : 

"It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  some  future  textbook,  for  the  use 
of  generations  yet  unborn,  will  contain  a  question  something  like  this: 
What  historical  American  of  the  nineteenth  century  has  exerted  the  most 
powerful  influence  upon  the  destinies  of  his  countrymen?  And  it  is  by  no 
means  impossible  that  the  answer  to  that  interrogatory  may  be  thus 
written:  Joseph  Smith  the  Mormon  Prophet.  And  the  reply,  absurd  as 
it  doubtles  seems  to  most  men  now  living,  may  be  an  obvious  common- 

4  Ibid.  (Continued  on  page  250) 


restorer   of    truth 


TOSEPH     SMITH     died     a 

**  martyr  to  the  great  cause 
which  he  had  led.  He  had  lived 
an  intensive  life,  filling  every 
hour  with  his  best  effort  to 
further  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

God  had  called  him.  He 
knew  it  and  would  allow  no 
man  to  interfere  with  his 
work.  Rather  than  that,  he 
would  die.  And  this  he  did  in 
defence  of  his  great  mission. 

Joseph  Smith  became  a 
martyr  because  of  religious 
intolerance.  That  intolerance 
was  a  product  of  the  miscon- 
ception of  Christianity  which 
his  fellow  citizens  held. 

They  thought  that  God  was 
not  a  person,  but  a  mere 
essence  in  space.  They  did  not 
believe  there  could  be  a 
modern  revelation.  They  could 
not  conceive  of  God  speaking 
to  modern,  prophets. 

When  Joseph  Smith  an- 
nounced that  he  had  seen  God, 
and  had  talked  with  him  face 
to  face,  and  continued  to  re- 
ceive revelations  from  Him,  it 
was  like  blasphemy  to  his  mis- 
guided  neighbours.  They  were 


willing  enough  to  believe  in 
ancient  prophets  and  revela- 
tions, but  they  would  not  be- 
lieve the  same  thing  could 
happen  in  their  day. 

They  were  filled  with  the 
same  kind  of  bigotry  which 
prompted  ancient  people  to 
kill  their  prophets,  and  which 
impelled  those  in  Palestine  to 
crucify  the  Christ.  And  so  they 
killed  Joseph  Smith  for  teach- 
ing the  same  doctrine  that 
Christ  taught. 

His  death  did  not  end  his 
work,  any  more  than  the  cruci- 
fixion of  Jesus  ended  His. 
Joseph  saw  the  Saviour  and 
communed  with  Him,  became 
His  humble  servant,  and 
preached  His  word.  He  became 
the  restorer  of  divine  truth  in 
a  day  when  mankind  was 
groping  in  spiritual  darkness. 

The  Gospel  in  its  fullness 
came  back  through  him.  He. 
therefore,  did  more  for  the 
salvation  of  modern  men  than 
any  other  person  in  the  world, 
except  one,  the  Christ  himself, 
whose   servant  he  was. 

Millennial  Star,  June  1964 
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Joseph   Smith    was 
a    Chosen   Prophet 

by   President   David   O.   McKay* 


WELL  over  a  century  ago 
Joseph  Smith,  a  mere  boy 
between  14  and  15  years  of  age, 
declared  that  in  answer  to  sincere 
prayer  he  received  a  revelation 
from  God.  His  declaration  was 
simple,  but  positive;  and  he  was 
surprised  when  men  doubted  its 
truth.  To  him  his  claim  was  but 
the  statement  of  a  simple  fact;  to 
the  Christian  world  it  proved  to  be 
a  lightning  flash  that,  striking, 
weakened  their  religious  structure 
from  turret  to  foundation. 

Two  important  elements  in  his 
first  message  were  these:  First,  that 
God  is  a  personal  being  who  com- 
municates His  will  to  man;  and 
Second,  that  no  creed  in  Christen- 
dom had  the  true  plan  of  salvation. 
Indeed,  the  "creeds  were  an  abomi- 
nation" in  the  sight  of  God;  and 
their  "professors"  taught  "for  doc- 
trines the  commandments  of  men, 
having  a  form  of  godliness,  but 
they  deny  the  power  thereof." 
(Joseph  Smith  2  :  19). 

For  boldness  of  assertion,  as  an 
unqualified  rejection  of  prevailing 
orthodoxy,  as  a  challenge  to  mini- 
sters, this  claim  of  a  fair-haired, 
blue-eyed  youth  stands  without 
parallel  since  the  days  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  Not  even  Luther's  de- 
fiance at  Worms  is  excepted;  for 
his  inspired  effort  at  first  was  only 
to  purify  the  church  of  corrupt 
practices,  while  Joseph  Smith  re- 
jected the  creeds  as  unauthoritative 
and  many  of  their  doctrines  as 
absolutely  false. 

The  result  of  this  declaration  was 
his  immediate  ostracism  from  the 
religious  world.  In  a  very  short 
time,  he  found  himself  standing 
alone. 
Alone — and   unacquainted   with   the 

learning  and  philosophy  of  his 

day. 
Alone — and  unschooled  in  the  arts 

and   sciences. 


Alone — with  no  philosopher  to  in- 
struct him,  no  minister  to 
guide  him. 

In  simplicity  and  kindness  he 
had  hastened  to  them  with  his 
glorious  message;  in  scorn  and 
derision,  they  had  turned  from  him 
saying,  ".  .  .  there  were  no  such 
things  as  visions  or  revelations  in 
these  days;  that  all  such  things  had 
ceased  with  the  apostles,  and  that 
there  would  never  be  any  more  of 
them." 

Thus  he  was  left  alone  to  embark 
upon  the  ocean  of  religious 
thought,  having  rejected  every 
known  vessel  with  which  to  sail 
and  never  having  built  it  himself. 
Surely,  if  an  imp^ster,  the  bark 
he  could  build  would  be  indeed  a 
crude  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  that  which 
he  built  possesses  an  excellence  and 
superiority  over  that  which  the 
'learned  professors  and  philosophers 
had  given  to  the  world  during  the 
preceding  hundreds  of  years,  men 
will  be  forced  to  say  in  surprise 
"Whence  has  this  man  his  wis- 
dom!" 

It  would  appear  then  that 
though  he  seemed  alone,  he  was 
alone  only  as  was  Moses  on  Sinai: 
as  Jesus  on  the  Mount  of  Olives. 
As  with  the  Master  so  with  the 
Prophet;  his  instructions  came  not 
through  man-made  channels  but 
directly  from  God.  the  source  of 
all  intelligence.  He  says:  "I  am  a 
rough  stone.  The  sound  of  the 
hammer  and  chisel  was  never 
heard  on  me  until  the  Lord  took 
me  in  hand.  I  desire  the  learning 
and  wisdom  of  heaven  alone."1 

The  result  of  this  divine  guidance 
was  an  assurance  of  the  righteous- 
ness of  what  he  taught  and  a  fear- 
lessness in  proclaiming  it.  When 
Joseph  Smith  taught  a  doctrine,  he 
taught  it  authoritatively.  His  was 
not  the  question  whether  it  agreed 
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with  man's  thoughts  or  not,  whether 
it  was  in  harmony  with  the  teach- 
ing of  the  orthodox  churches  or 
whether  it  was  in  direct  opposition 
to  them.  What  was  given  to  him 
he  gave  to  the  world  irrespective  of 
its  agreement  or  disagreement,  of 
its  harmony  or  its  discord,  with  the 
belief  of  the  churches  or  of  the 
prevailing  standards  of  mankind.  It 
is  interesting  as  well  as  profitable 
to  know  how  the  advanced  thought 
of  today  harmonizes  with  what  he 
taught  so  authoritatively  over  a 
century  ago.  The  guiding  spirit  of 
his  life  was  manifest  right  in  the 
beginning  and  harmonizes  with  his 
wonderful  declaration  that  God  had 
spoken  to  him.  In  his  own  words 
it  is  this:  "Whatever  God  requires 
is  right,  no  matter  what  it  is,  al- 
though we  may  not  see  the  reason 
thereof  until  long  after  these  events 
transpire." 

His  claim  to  revelation  from 
God,  if  established,  leaves  no  doubt 
as  to  his  authority  to  organize  the 
Church  of  Christ  on  earth,  and  to 
administer  authoritatively  the  prin- 
ciples and  ordinances  thereof.  Thus 
at  the  very  inception  of  this  great 
latter-day  work  was  laid  the  im- 
movable cornerstone  of  Christ's 
Church  in  this  dispensation;  viz., 
the  authority  to  officiate  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  in  things 
pertaining  to  His  Church. 

The  harmony  of  his  teachings 
with  those  taught  by  the  Saviour 
and  his  apostles;  the  reasonable- 
ness of  his  assertion  that  men  must 
be  called  of  God  to  officiate  in 
things  pertaining  to  God;  the  com- 
plete organization  of  the  Church; 
its  government,  laws,  and  wonder- 
ful adaptations  to  the  needs  and  to 
the  advancement  of  the  human 
family  —  these  and  many  other 
phases  of  this  great  latter-day  work, 
when  even  only  partly  understood, 
lead  thinking  persons  to  ponder 
upon  the  source  of  the  Prophet's 
wisdom. 

The  marks  of  his  influence  upon 
religious  thought  are  manifest 
upon  every  hand;  and  whether  men 
acknowledge  it  or  not,  the  light 
that  came  from  heaven  over  a 
century  ago  is  dissipating  the  dark- 
ness that  has  enthralled  the  minds 


of  men  for  ages. 

When  we  look  through  the  vista 
of  over  a  century,  and  see  the  boy 
prophet  standing  alone  in  the 
midst  of  a  tempestuously  religious 
world,  declaring  that  God  had 
spoken  to  him  and  that  there  was 
not  an  authorized  Church  of  Christ 
upon  the  earth;  when  we  know  that 
to  make  good  his  claim,  he  must 
give  the  world  something  superior 
to  that  produced  by  the  philosophy 
of  the  ages  and  the  best  wisdom 
of  man;  when  we  realize  how  im- 
potent he  was  to  do  this  if  depen- 
dent alone  upon  his  own  learning 
and  wisdom;  we  cannot  help  con- 
cluding, since  he  has  given  to  the 
world  something  which  stands  to- 
day in  brilliancy  and  sublimity 
superior  to  anything  proclaimed  by 
human  wisdom,  that  surely  he  was 
indeed  the  Chosen  Prophet  of  the 
latter-days. 
As  some  tall  cliff,  that  lifts  its  awful 

form, 
Swells  from  the  vale,  and  midway 

leaves  the  storm, 
Though   round  its  base   the  rolling 

clouds  are  spread, 
Eternal     sunshine     settles     on     its 

head.2 

1  Smith,  Joseph,  History  of  the 
Church,  Vol.  V,  1958  edition; 
Deseret  Book  Company  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  page  423. 

2  From  "The  Deserted  Village"  by 
Oliver   Goldsmith. 

*  Millennial  Star  June  1964.  Pages 
7-8. 
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Youth 

in  Today's 

Scientific 

World 


You,  our  youth  of  today, 
are  among  the  most  illustrious 
spirits  to  be  born  into  morta- 
lity in  any  age  of  the  world. 
Yours  is  a  noble  heritage  and 
a  wonderful  opportunity.  May 
you  join  in  the  rallying  song 
of  youth  today  :  '  'Holding 
aloft  our  colours,  we  march 
in  the  glorious  dawn,  0  youth 
of  the  noble  birthright,  'Carry 
on  .  .  .  and  be  guided  to  ful- 
fill your  highest  destiny. 

—  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee 

You  are  not  alone.  You  are 
a  child  of  God,  created  in  his 
image,  endowed  with  his  at- 
tributes, entitled  to  his  in- 
spiration. And  one  of  your 
greatest  privileges  is  that  you 
have  the  plan  of  salvation  re- 
vealed from  God  from  which 
you  may  learn  more  about  the 
two  most  important  beings  in 
the  World — God  and  you. 
—Elder  Sterling  W.  Sill 
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DRAMA  OF  YOUTH 

'ACT    ONE' 

A    dialogue    between   a    Young    Man,    "Fear"    and    "Courage" 

by  Elder  Douglas  Poll  Ridge* 

A  S  the  scene  opens  a  young  man  rushes  into  a  room  furnished  with  an 
**■  old  wooden  chair  and  desk,  a  bookcase  and  a  bed  —  obviously  a 
student's  room.  The  young  man  drops  a  couple  of  books  on  the  desk  and 
takes  a  letter  from  his  pocket,  tears  it  open  and  reads.  As  he  is  reading  he 
sits  in  the  chair,  leans  over  the  desk  and  rests  his  head  in  the  hand  not 
holding  the  letter.  The  lights  dim  except  around  him.  Three  voices  —  the 
young  man,  Courage,  and  Fear  —  take  part  in  the  following  inquiry  in  the 
young  man's  mind  and  heart. 

Young  man :  (reading  letter)  .  .  .  We  were  happy  to  hear  the  results  of 
your  last  exams  and  hope  things  continue  to  go  well  with  your  studies.  I 
am  sure  you  must  be  very  busy  with  them.  I  guess  that  is  why  we  haven't 
heard  from  you  lately. 

You  know,  son,  you  completely  forgot  Mothers  Day.  Mother  didn't 
say  anything,  of  course,  but  I  think  she  was  a  little  disappointed.  It  isn't 
much,  but  I  know  Mother  would  appreciate  it  if  you  just  wrote  her  a  little 
note  to  tell  her  you  love  her.  (He  sets  the  letter  down  slowly.)  .  .  .  tell  her 
you  love  her.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  said  "I  love  you"  to  Mom.  It 
has  been  a  long  time  since  I  said  "I  love  you"  to  anyone. 

Fear :  Love  is  a  hard  thing.  To  love  is  to  need.  If  you  love  a  person 
then  he  is  as  important  to  you  as  you  are.  Your  happiness  is  not  complete 
without  his  happiness.  It  seems  a  weakness.  A  confession  of  love  is  really 
a  confession  of  weakness.  That  is  why  it  is  hard  to  say  "I  love  you."  You 
don't  want  to  be  weak. 

Courage :  Love  is  a  hard  thing,  but  Truth  is  also  hard.  A  confession  of 
love  is  a  confession  of  dependence  and  submission  to  truth,  not  a  confession 
of  weakness.  Truth  is  too  hard  for  most.  It  is  easier  to  live  in  loneliness 
than  to  love. 

Young  man  :  But  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  truth.  I  know  I  am  dependent 
—  not  only  on  my  parents,  but  also  on  my  friends,  and  on  everyone  who 
affects  my  life,  from  the  milkman  to  the  doctor.  In  a  larger  sense,  I  am 
dependent  on  every  living  creature  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  still  I  can- 
not really  care  about  others.  Why? 

Courage :  Remember  one  lonely,  cold  day  last  winter  you  took  a 
walk.  You  came  to  an  old  iron  fence  and  paused  to  look  at  the  deserted 
garden  on  the  other  side.  There  was  a  small  fishpond  in  the  garden,  but 
the  fish  were  all  long  since  dead.  The  gnarled  trunk  of  an  ancient  oak 
stretched  its  barren  branches  over  the  little  fishpond.  Once  the  oak  had 
sheltered  the  little  pond  from  the  bright  rays  of  the  sun.  There  was  no 
brightness  and  shade  that  cold  winter  day  —  everything  was  grey.  You  had 
forgotten  your  coat  and  the  cold  wind  seemed  to  penetrate  right  to  your 
bones.  A  gust  of  wind  caught  a  dried  yellow  oak  leaf  from  the  ground, 
tossed  it  over  a  few  times,  and  set  it  on  the  cold,  quivering  surface  of  the 
fishpond.  Involuntarily,  you  shook  and  a  shiver  ran  through  you.  How 
icy  cold  that  leaf  must  feel.  But  then,  you  felt  warm  again  because  the 
leaf  was  dead  and  death  feels  nothing. 

Young  man :  And  just  like  that  leaf,  I  am  dead.  I  rest  on  the  surface  of 
humanity,  icy-cold  with  suffering  and  joy,  quivering  with  life,  and  I  feel 
nothing. 

Fear:  That  is  not  Death,  but  rather  Safety.  It  protects  you  from 
unkindnesses  thrown  in  your  face  by  those  you  love.  Your  mother  loves 
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you  and  you  take  her  for  granted.  Your  mother  has  no  such  "Safety" 
behind  which  to  hide,  and  your  ingratitude  hurts  her.  You  are  safe  from 
pains  like  these. 

Courage:  Yes,  death  is  very  comfortable.  The  grave  is  the  safest  of 
all  hiding  places.  Life  brings  misery  and  pain.  But  Life  also  brings  joy.  Life 
can  see  and  feel  and  run  through  the  wind  and  the  rain  and  the  sunshine. 
You  forgot  Mother's  Day  and  it  hurt  your  Mother,  but  ask  her  if  the  warm 
wind  and  rain  of  a  spring  shower  ever  gave  her  so  much  joy  as  the  note 
of  appreciation  you  sent  at  Christmas  time.  Your  unkindness  hurts,  but 
your  kindness  brings  great  joy.  Your  failures  bring  disappointment,  but 
your  successes  bring  satisfaction.  Ask  your  mother  if  the  sunshine  has 
ever  warmed  as  much  as  did  your  hands  when  they  met  hers  after  you 
had  taken  your  first  step.  Life  must  suffer,  but  it  is  only  the  necessary  price 
for  happiness. 

Young  man  :  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  pains  if  only  I  could  be  free  of 
this  numbness  that  separates  me  from  other  human  beings. 

Fear:  Before  you  lay  your  armour  of  independence  aside,  come  with 
me.  Remember  another  walk  you  took  through  the  back  streets  of  the 
city.  You  saw  a  man  lying  in  the  gutter,  dying  of  delerium  tremens.  You 
saw  a  beggar  whose  twisted  body  had  been  shaken  with  palsy  ever  since  he 
was  a  tiny  child.  I  dare  you  to  love  them.  If  you  love  them,  then  command 
them  to  be  made  whole  by  the  power  of  your  love.  Go  ahead,  reach  out 
your  hand  and  command. 

Young  man :    (quietlv)  I  can't. 

Fear:  Why?  Because  man  is  free,  and  his  freedom  cannot  be  taken 
away  from  him.  But  the  inevitable  price  of  freedom  is  suffering.  A  man 
must  know  both  good  and  evil  to  be  free.  Since  man  is  proud  by  nature,  the 
only  way  he  can  learn  to  know  evil  is  to  experience  it  himself.  Therefore 
man  must  suffer.  You  can  love,  but  you  will  see  those  you  love  suffer. 
They  will  hurt  themselves,  and  they  will  hurt  each  other,  and  you  will  be 
powerless  to  help  because  they  are  free. 

Young  man :  is  there  no  hope?  I  want  desperately  to  care  for  others.  I 
am  willing  to  admit  dependence,  I  am  willing  to  face  pain,  if  only  I 
could  love.  But  it  seems  futile  to  try.  I  am  powerless  to  overcome  my  own 
insensibility,  and  I  am  powerless  to  help  others. 

Courage :  Let  us  go  back  to  that  fishpond.  The  next  time  you  passed 
by  it  was  summer.  Everything  was  a  deep  rich  green,  and  little  patches  of 
light  chased  each  other  across  the  pond  as  a  gentle  breeze  rustled  through 
the  leaves  of  the  oak.  There  are  many  leaves,  and  none  is  ashamed  to  be 
one  of  many.  None  desires  to  be  the  root  or  trunk  or  branch,  but  each 
complies  with  the  law  given  it  by  nature  and  does  all  it  can  to  give  life  to 
the  tree.  Because  there  are  many  leaves,  the  tree  has  life.  If  there  were  only 
one  leaf  the  tree  would  die. 

Young  man :  I  think  I  understand.  I  must  be  what  I  am  and  do  what  I 
can  do.  I  am  simply  one  human  being  among  many  human  beings  each  of 
whom  is  of  equal  worth.  I  must  not  try  to  be  more  than  that,  or  look 
down  on  myself  as  less  than  that.  I  can  do  one  man's  share  towards  making 
a  better  world.  I  can  learn  a  trade  or  a  profession  or  an  art,  and  I  can 
learn  it  well.  By  using  what  I  have  learned  I  can  in  some  small  way  con- 
tribute to  the  happiness  of  others.  The  chains  that  kept  me  from  caring  for 
others  were  that  I  wanted  to  be  the  centre  of  the  universe,  the  trunk  of  the 
tree.  I  wanted  everything  to  revolve  around  me.  I  wasn't  satisfied  to  be 
a  part  of  something  that  was  greater  than  me,  I  wanted  to  be  the  ultimate 
creature  of  the  universe.  Yes,  I  think  I  undersand.  But  understanding  is  one 
thing,  and  making  that  understanding  work  is  another.  I  see  the  chains  hold- 
ing me  back  but  who  is  going  to  release  me  from  them. 

Courage :  Take  that  book  lying  there  underneath  the  dictionary.  (The 
young  man  moves  the  dictionary  and  picks  up  a  book.)  That's  right.  Now 
open  the  book  to  John  15. 

Young  man:   (reading)  "I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches:  He  that 
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abideth  in   me,  and  I   in   him,   the  same   bringeth    forth    much   fruit :    for 
without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 

Courage:  Abide  in  Him.  He  has  the  power  to  loose  your  chains.  He 
has  the  power  to  free  you  from  death. 

Young  man :  (reading)  "This  is  my  commandment,  That  ye  love  one 
another,  as  I  have  loved  you.  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a 
man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 

Courage:  And  that  is  how  you  may  abide  in  Him.  Give  up  your 
life  for  the  sake  of  others.  Be  too  busy  helping  others  to  worry  about  your- 
self. Take  the  first  step  and  do  something  kind  for  someone  else.  As  you 
do  this,  He  will  take  your  chains  away,  and  you  will  learn  to  care. 

Young  man :  (hesitates  for  what  seems  a  long  time,  opens  a  drawer  in 
his  desk,  takes  out  a  writing  pad,  picks  up  a  pen  and  begins  to  write) 
Dear  mom  .  .  . 

End  of  Act  One 

(Hopefully  but  a  prologue  to  many  other  such  "Acts".) 

*  Elder  Ridge  is  currently  serving  a  Mission  in  South  Arica.  He  is  a 
student  at  Harvard  University  where  he  is  majoring  in  Chemical 
Engineering. 


CHURCH  NEWS 


A   Dream   Come   True 
For  Japanese  Saints 


"VUME  No  Jitsugen.  Yuma  No 

■*■  Jitsugen."  A  dream  come 
true,  a  dream  come  true. 

This  phrase  was  heard  over  and 
over  again  this  past  week  from  most 
of  the  166  Japanese  Church  mem- 
bers who  were  in  Hawaii  on  a 
history-making  temple  excusion. 
The  visitors  were  from  Japan  and 
Okinawa. 

The  excursion  is  an  epoch  in 
Church  history  since  it  is  the  first 
such  opportunity  for  Japanese 
Saints  to  do  temple  work  for  them- 
selves and  their  ancestors  in  their 
own  language. 

The  7,000-mile  round-trip  journey 
to  the  Hawaiian  Temple  is  also  the 
longest  temple  group  excursion  in 
the  history  of  the  Church. 

The  Japanese  visitors  were  met 
at  the  airport  in  Honolulu  by  a 
large  group  of  Saints  from  Hawaii 
and  given  the  traditional  Hawaiian 
welcome  consisting  of  dances,  leis, 
etc.  It  was  a  warm  welcome  with 
many  tears  flowing  and  marked  by 
brilliantly  coloured,  flowing  muu- 
muus  and  aloha  shirts. 

Elder  Gordon  B.  Hinckley  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve,  and  super- 
visor  of   the   Hawaii-Oriental   Mis- 


sions of  the  Church,  flew  to  Hawaii 
for  the  weekend  to  be  with  the 
Japanese  Saints  in  a  temple  session 
and  special  meetings  on  Sunday. 

Elder  Hinckley  commented  that 
"the  tremendous  greeting  given  the 
Japanese  Saints  by  the  Hawaiian 
Saints  who  welcomed  them  at  the 
airport  is  an  evidence  of  the  power 
of  the  Gospel  in  creating  a  spirit 
of  love  among  people  of  various 
lands.  The  Hawaiian  Saints  had 
made  hundreds  of  leis  which  they 
placed  about  the  necks  of  the  visi- 
tors. Tears  of  love  and  appreciation 
were   shared   by   both  groups." 

Elder  Hinckley  also  reported  that 
all  services  in  the  temple  were  con- 
ducted in  Japanese  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Church. 
Japanese  is  the  13th  language  in 
which  temple  services  are  now 
available. 

"Those  who  came  to  the  temple 
did  so  at  great  sacrifice,"  Elder 
Hinckley  said,  "But  the  spirit  can 
best  be  expressed  in  the  words  of 
one  of  the  men  in  the  Sunday  testi- 
mony meeting  who  said,  "We  think 
we  really  sacrificed  but  after  going 
through  the  temple  we  know  we 
received  much  more  than  we 
gave.' " 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Mormon  Pavilion  Hosts  4m   Visitor 

ry\Y\VL  Mormon  Pavilion  at  the  New  York  World's  Fair  hosted  its  four 
*-     millionth  visitor  on  July,  11,  1965. 

At  approximately  2  p.m.,  EST,  Stuart  I.  Shotwell,  of  Oakland,  N.J., 
passed  through  the  entrance  with  his  wife,  five  children  and  his  mother-in- 
law.  The  party  was  greeted  by  Elder  Bernard  P.  Brockbank,  managing 
director  of  the  religious  exhibit,  who  declared  Mr  Shotwell  the  four- 
millionth  visitor  to  the  pavilion  since  the  fair  opened  in  1964. 

Elder  Brockbank  presented  the  Shotwell  family  with  a  large  picture- 
edition  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  a  leather-bound  edition  of 
"The  story  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints." 

Mr.  Shotwell,  who  said  his  family  attends  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
responded  to  the  honour,  saying  "We  feel  very  privileged  that  we  should  be 
so  honoured  by  the  Mormon  Pavilion.  We  find  your  exhibit  both  interest- 
ing and  educational.  It  has  certainly  broadened  our  horizons  in  the  field  of 
religion,  and  it  has  added  to  our  enthusiasm  for  the  fair  in  general." 

"We  have  always  respected  the  Mormon  Church,"  he  added,  particu- 
larly because  of  its  emphasis  on  the  family  unit  and  the  development  of  its 
youth." 

Germanic  Youth  Meet 

A  N  enthusiastic  group  of  1,500  German,  Swiss  and  Austrian  young  people 
J-*-  staged  an  outstanding  Germanic  youth  conference  sponsored  by  the 
MIA  in  Frankfurt's  largest  auditorium. 

The  young  people's  first  all-Germanic  youth  conference,  titled  "Freud 
Echo,"  marked  the  climax  of  the  year's  MIA  activities  in  sports,  drama, 
speech,  music  and  dancing  featured  in  300  wards  and  branches  of  the 
Church  in  Germanic  Europe.  The  four-day  celebration  opened  July  29 
with  talented  groups  and  individual  from  all  three  countries  combining  in 
a  Roadshow  Festival. 

An  auditorium  larger  than  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  was  the  scene  of 
the  Church's  first  Central  Europe  Music  and  Dance  Festival  with  thousands 
of  Church  young  people  and  their  friends  providing  an  enthusiastic  audience. 

A  300-voice  youth  choir,  assembled  especially  for  this  occasion,  sang 
traditional  European  and  Mormon  selections.  Over  300  dancers  placed  the 
finishing  touch  on  the  evening  with  a  Festival  Dance. 

L.D.S.  Upset  NZ-Springbok  Plans 

rTlWO  Mormon  boys  upset  North  Auckland's  (New  Zealand)  plans  for  an 
-*-  additional  rehearsal  before  meeting  South  Africa's  Springbok  Rugby 
team. 

A  Cape  newspaper  carried  the  following  article : 

"North  Auckland's  plans  for  hard  work-out  on  Sunday  in  preparation 
for  to-morrow's  match  against  the  Springboks  were  upset  by  the  fact  that 
the  Going  brothers,  Ken  (full-back)  and  Syd  (scrum-half)  are  Mormons. 

"In  spite  of  coach  Ted  Griffin's  entreaties,  the  brothers  declined  to 
strip  and  take  part  in  the  practice  as  it  is  against  their  religion  principles  to 
piay  rugby  on  a  Sunday. 

"Griffin  explained  that  a  number  of  the  North  Auckland  players  live 
up  to  100  miles  from  Whangarei  and  that  is  why  he  called  for  a  Sunday 
practice." 
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MISSION  NEWS 

'Stars'    Glitter    at    Variety    Show 

"ONICKERY,  Nickery,  Knock,  the  mouse  ran  up  the  clock,"  sputtered 
^    "Andy"  as  the  children  shrieked  with  laughter. 

Andy,  the  "wooden-head"  part  of  a  ventriloquist  act,  was  a  favourite 
number  on  the  Ramah  First  Branch  Sunday  School  Variety  Show,  which 
was  held  August  27.  The  show  which  featured  an  "all  professional  and  inter- 
national" cast,  was  held  as  the  Sunday  Schools  fund  raising  project. 

Director  of  the  show,  Norman  Scott  of  Ramah  First,  pointed  out  that 
all  the  stars  were  professional  and  many  had  given  up  other  engagements 
to  appear  on  the  show.  He  also  pointed  out  that  they  were  doing  it  "for 
virtually  less  than  their  petrol  costs." 

The  program  carried  an  impressive  array  of  numbers. 

"The  Check  Mates"  presented  two  overtunes  of  popular  music.  "Vent 
and  Magic"  followed  featuring  Andy  and  Doreen.  Two  Eisteddfod  Gold 
Medallists,  Heather  Lundie  and  Graham  Lee  rendered  vocal  selections. 
Selbina,  an  international  juggler,  from  Switzerland  juggled  everything  from 
ten-pins  to  bow  ties. 

"Sketching  with  a  Difference"  was  illustrated  by  Doreen  Mortimer. 
Stage  and  broadcast  artist,  Shirley  Sherman  presented  the  "Wizard  of  the 
Keyboard."  Bob  Roberts,  leading  Japie  comedian  created  a  well  received 
"Japie  van  die  Plaas."  The  evening's  entertainment  was  climaxed  by  "South 
Africa's  Best"  magician,  Iaza  Stein. 

C.S.M.    to    Feature    Gary    Player 

fi  ARY  PLAYER,  World  famous  South  African  golfer,  will  be  featured 
^-^  in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  the  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger.  Designa- 
ted by  some  as  one  of  South  Africa's  foremost  ambassadors  of  good-will, 
Gary  Player  has  represented  his  countrymen  in  leading  golf  tournaments 
around  the  world. 

The  South  African  golfer  secured  his  position  as  one  of  the  great 
golfers  of  the  day  by  winning  the  United  States  Open  Golf  Tournament 
earlier  this  year.  As  could  be  expected  this  resulted  in  a  heavy  schedule  of 
pressing  commitments  at  home  and  abroad.  However,  Mr  Player  recently 
notified  South  African  Mission  President,  J.  Golden  Snow,  that  upon  re- 
turning to  South  Africa  this  month  final  arrangements  would  be  made  for 
the  publishing  of  an  article  written  exclusively  for  the  Cumorah's  Southern 
Messenger.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  article  will  contain  "Gary  Player's 
Advice  to  South  African  Youth." 

Branch    Hosts    'Opening'    Guests 

VEREENIGING  Branch  began  its  "Opening  Events"  with  a  special  in- 
vestigator evening  to  which  the  public  was  invited  through  the  press 
media.  Two  films  were  shown  and  each  auxiliary  set  up  a  display  in  one 
of  the  classrooms  to  give  friends  "a  look  at  Mormonism." 

The  following  evening,  August  13,  the  branch  sponsored  a  Supper 
and  Entertainment  Evening  for  Mission,  District,  and  Branch  leaders  as 
well  as  other  guests  of  honour. 

After  being  served  a  full-course  dinner,  the  guests  were  entertained  by 
the  branch  members.  Song,  dance  and  skits  delighted  the  diners  and  dis- 
played the  talents  of  the  Vereeniging  Saints. 

The  final  scene  depicted  a  schoolroom  with  Sister  Snyman  as  the 
teacher  and  Brother  Wilson  as  the  professor  and  the  Vereeniging  young 
boys  and  girls  as  scholars.  Their  last  item  was  the  'Mary  Poppins'  song 
'Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious'! 
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COVER  STORY 

VEREENIGING  OPENS  NEW  CHAPEL 

1YTAY  this  building  stand  as  a  monument  to  the  faith  of  the  Vereenig- 
-*-*-'- ing  Branch,  and  may  nothing  but  the  truth  be  taught  in  the  classrooms 
and  from  this  pulpit.  May  all  who  enter  here  feel  the  Spirit  of  our  Father 
in  Heaven  and  recognize  Him  as  the  creator  of  all." 

So  stated  South  African  Mission  President  J.  Golden  Snow  at  the 
official  opening  service  of  the  Vereeniging  Chapel  which  was  held  Sunday, 
August  15. 

Over  400  Saints,  friends,  and  well-wishers  filled  the  chapel  and  cultural 
hall  to  near  capacity.  In  attendance  were  Mission,  District,  and  Missionary 
leaders.  Persident  and  Sister  Snow;  President  Daniel  A.  W.  Cherrett,  First 
Counselor;  and  Elder  R.  Gordon  Randall,  Mission  Secretary,  represented 
the  Mission  Presidency. 

Branch  Presidents  and  members  of  many  of  the  other  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict Branches  were  present  at  the  Opening  which  was  the  third  such  opening 
to  be  held  in  the  Transvaal  District  this  year.  Vereeniging  Chapel,  however, 
is  the  fourth  new  chapel  in  the  mission  to  be  opened  in  1965. 

Public  Press  covered  the  event  and  related  articles  were  printed  by  the 
local  newspaper. 

By  limiting  their  remarks  twelve  speakers  were  able  to  address  the  con- 
gregation. These  speakers  included :  Vereeniging  Branch  President, 
Zacharias  J.  Pienaar;  Chapel  Builder,  Ockert  J.  J.  McKnight;  Architect. 
Gerard  P.  Meyer;  Branch  Clerk,  Rowland  P.  Roberts;  Relief  Society 
President,  Lynette  I.  Roberts;  Elder's  Group  Leader,  Johannes  P.  Brummer; 
Second  Counselor,  William  Sheasby;  First  Counselor,  Julian  J.  Snyman; 
Transvaal  District  President,  C.  Kenneth  Powrie;  President  Daniel  A.  W. 
Cherrett,  President  J.  Golden  Snow,  and  the  Mayor  of  Vereeniging  Counse- 
lor S.  Fourie. 

Sister  Janet  D.  Moore  rendered  a  vocal  solo  entitled  "Bless  This 
House,"  and  Brother  C.  de  Villiers  sang  "Rock  of  Ages."  As  an  interme- 

(Continued  on  page  250) 


A    view    of    the   congregation    that    filled    the    lounge    and    cultural    hall    at   the 
official    opening   of  the    Vereeniging   Chapel. 
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President  Zacharias  J.  Pienaar  presents  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Vereeniging 

Councillor  S.  Fourie  with  an   illustrated   brochure  entitled:  "The  Story  of  the 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,"  at  the  Opening  Services  of  the 

Vereeniging  Chapel. 

Mayor    Accepts    'Mormon'    Brochure 

T>RESENTATION  of  an  illustrated  brochure  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
■*-  of  Vereeniging,  S.  Fourie,  culminated  an  eventful  week  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Vereeinging  Branch  of  the  Church. 

The  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Fourie  were  greeted  as  they  alighted  from  their 
black,  chauffeur-driven  Cadillac  by  Mission  President,  J.  Golden  Snow  and 
other  mission,  district  and  branch  officials.  Proceeding  on  inside  the  building 
they  took  their  places  on  the  stand  next  to  President  and  Sister  Snow. 

The  Mayor  felt  it  a  "privilege"  for  his  wife  and  he  to  be  guests  at  the 
Opening  Service  of  the  new  Chapel.  In  his  remarks  following  the  presenta- 
tion, the  mayor  expressed  his  appreciation  for  the  brochure  and  compli- 
mented the  members  of  the  Church  for  erecting  a  "worthy  edifice  for  our 
town." 

Mayor  Fourie  told  the  congregation  that  he  was  a  neighbour  of  the 
Church  and  stated  that  many  evenings  he  and  his  wife  had  driven  past  the 
chapel  and  had  seen  "a  light  burning  and  people  working".  He  said  he 
was  impressed    with  such  devotion  to  a  cause. 

Speaking  in  Afrikaans  the  mayor  told  the  saints  that  they  had  built  a 
"great  Church"  but  he  hoped  that  someday  "people  would  say  it  was  but 
a  small  Church".  He  said  he  hoped  the  congregation  would  grow  and 
fill  the  chapel. 

The  white-haired  official  referred  to  President  Snow's  address  saying 
that  it  "struck  a  soft  spot  in  his  heart." 

President  Snow  had  blessed  the  civic  officials  saying:  "I  bless  those 
who  administer  the  affairs  of  this  city  that  they  might  be  men  of  honour 
and  use  the  Gospel  of  Christ  as  their  guiding  light  in  making  the  impor- 
tant decisions  they  are  called  upon  to  make." 

The  mayor  appealed  for  "your  help  and  support  in  prayer"  and  closed 
"in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen." 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  mayor's  sincere  interest  in  their  new  chapel 
and  respect  of  their  beliefs,  the  members  of  the  Church  felt  they  had 
grown  a  little  closer  to  their  "city  father,"  and  felt  assured  that  he  is  in- 
deed, "a  man  of  high  Christian  principles." 
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Glass    Chips    Add    'Sparkle' 
New    Building 


to 


ri^WO  thousand  years  ago  the  founder  of  Christianity  told  his  followers, 
■■■  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world."  He  further  admonished  them  to  "Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

Saints  at  Vereeniging  have  seemingly  taken  the  Saviour's  admonish- 
ment to  heart,  for  they  have  incorporated  into  their  new  chapel  a  "light*" 
that  not  only  shines,  but  that  glitters  as  well.  The  building  is  constructed  of 
white  bricks  which  have  tiny  particles  of  glass  moulded  into  them.  As 
the  sun  moves  across  the  sky  its  light  catches  on  these  particles.  The  result 
is  that  the  chapel  looks  as  if  it  has  been  sprinkled  with  silver  glitter.  Two 
1 ,000  watt  flood  lights  set  the  sparkling  chapel  aglow  at  night. 

Visiting  members  of  the  Church  have  commented  that  the  effect  must 
be  similar  to  the  glitter  that  enhanced  the  historic  Kirtland  Temple  where 
early  members  of  the  Church  crushed  their  finest  china  to  be  mixed  with 
the  plaster. 

Located  in  Grey  Avenue  across  from  a  public  park,  the  newly  com- 
pleted building  commands  immediate  attention.  Being  178  feet  in  width, 
the  building  fills  the  plot  what  appears  to  be  a  massive  church.  Sixty-eight 
feet  of  this  width  is  provided  by  a  wall  that  is  built  the  same  height  as  the 
classroom  block  and  extends  to  the  plot's  boundary.  From  the  street  the 
wall  looks  as  if  it  is  part  of  the  classroom  section.  The  wall  actually  lends 
privacy  to  a  large  patio  that  opens  from  the  Junior  Sunday  School. 

The  complete  house  of  worship  consists  of:  Chapel,  Lounge,  Cultural 
Hall  Stage,  Kitchen,  Office,  Relief  Society  Room,  Junior  Sunday  School, 
and  three  classrooms.  The  Junior  Sunday  School  can  be  used  as  two  class- 
rooms by  closing  divider  doors,  similar  to  ones  used  between  the  chapel 

(Continued  on  page  250) 


A    fifty-foot    tower    marks     the    Vereeniging    Chapel    which    was    officially    opened 
August  15.  Shown  here    is  a  view  of  the   chapel  as  printed    in  the   local  newspaper. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message    of    You 

Sister    Ellen    F.    Homer,    Section   Editor 


DURBAN 


Campfire     Sparks     Pioneer    Evening 

by  Beryl  Soane 
T>EAN  soup,  chili-beans,  a  campfire  and  square  dancing  all  helped   to 
■*-*    make  a  success  of  the  "Pioneer  Evening"  organized  by  the  new  Elders' 
Quorum,  under  the  direction  of  President  Ronald  Kunitz. 

The  life-like  campfire  really  gave  the  evening  a  pioneer  atmosphere, 
while  the  square  dancing  gave  rise  to  as  much  laughter  amongst  those 
dancing  as  those  looking  on.  As  someone  remarked,  "Those  pioneers  must 
have  been  really  fit  to  have  enjoyed  such  energetic  dancing  after  a  hard 
day's  work."  There  certainly  was  much  puffing  and  blowing  from  the  "pio- 
neers" of  that  evening!  Appetites,  however,  were  truly  pioneer,  for  the 
bean  soup  and  chili-beans  disappeared  as  quickly  as  they  must  have 
done  in  the  days  gone  by! 

The  Young  Marrieds  Class  in  MIA  has  been  busy  enjoying  itself.  They 
held  a  musical  social  evening  at  Brother  and  Sister  Noel  B.  Futter's  house 
at  Pinetown.  and  a  "Shipwreck"  evening  at  Brother  and  Sister  Duane 
Jakin's  home.  The  Ensigns,  too,  have  enjoyed  some  happy  evenings  — 
visiting  a  local  Police  Station  to  watch  a  police  raid  being  organized,  and 
eating  waffles  and  cream  on  another  evening.  The  Mia  Maids  and  Ensigns 
presented  the  programme,  "I'm  a  Princess"  at  the  closing  of  one  MIA 
evening. 

Relief  Society  sisters,  too,  went  out  together  one  evening  to  see  the 
film  "Mary  Poppins".  The  only  husband  who  bravely  ventured  out  with  the 
nineteen  ladies  was  Brother  Vince  Doller.  and  the  sisters  were  happy  to 
have  him  along. 


PIETERMARITZBURG 


Guzzle    Goo    Brings    House 

by  Constance  de  Bruin 


Down 


rpHE  second  half  of  1965  was  off 
-*-  to  a  good  start  in  Pietermaritz- 
burg.  The  CSM  Festival  was  held 
in  the  form  of  a  variety  concert  on 
July  10,  with  120  present.  The 
audience  shrieked  at  the  antics  of 
the  floor  boy  who  insisted  on 
cleaning  the  stage  during  the  show. 
The  musical  numbers  were  very 
well  received.  Besides  being  very 
entertaining  they  gave  everyone 
time  to  rest  their  throats.  One  of 
the   highlights   of  the   evening  was 


an  extract  from  "Swan  Lake" 
beautifully  presented  by  Brothers 
Orth  and  D.  Homes,  the  grand 
finale  of  which  was  the  cutting  of 
the  swans  throat. 

Sister  Beryl  Soane  of  Durban 
branch  brought  the  house  down 
with  her  skit  on  a  day  in  the  life 
of  a  cooldrink  demonstrator  titled 
"Guzzle  Goo". 

The  Durban  branch  presented 
several  fine  skits  all  of  which  were 
very  well  received. 
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During   the  interval  refreshments  branch  for  all  their  help  in  making 

were    served    and   judging    by    the  the  evening  such  a  success.  R31.37 

smiles  and  remarks  that  were  made  was  realized,  part  of  which  went  to 

by  several  visitors  Pietermaritzburg  (he  building  Fund, 

had  a  success  on  their  hands.  -j^  MIA  have  noticed  how  badly 

The    second    half    of    the    pro-  some      f    the    business    men    nee(J 

KTrwSlSJ ^mETSJSS     exercise>  and  have  started  a  Table 
Gray    Iorgenson    thrilled    everyone      „       .    *_  . .  .  .., 

with    his    wonderful    piano    playing  Tennis  Club   Members  meet  nightly 

and  received  a  tremendous  ovation.  from    Monday    to    Friday    for    an 

Maritzburg    is    justly    proud    of  hour   from   5.30  p.m.   to  6.30   p.m. 

their     success     and      thank      their  The  club  is  well  supported  and  the 

brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Durban  members  are  very  thrilled  about  it. 

EAST  LONDON 

Sends    Missionary    Into    Field 

by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 
^ISTER  Dolphina  van  Heerden  reports  to  the  Mission  Home  on  the 
^  19th  September,  1965,  which  is  also  her  21st  birthday.  Phinnie,  as  she 
is  known  to  us  all,  will  carry  our  best  wishes  with  her  and  also  our  prayers 
that  she  will  have  the  Holy  Spirit  to  protect  and  guide  her  throughout  her 
mission. 

Activity  highlight  of  the  month  was  the  volleyball  match  played  between 
the  Eastern  Province  District  Missionaries  and  branch  members  held  on 
July  5.  The  missionaries  won  by  three  games  to  one  amid  much  cheering 
from  the  spectators.  The  opportunity  was  taken  too,  of  celebrating  Elder 
Thomas'  birthday  with  refreshments  supplied  by  the  sisters. 

We  were  privileged  to  witness  the  baptism  of  young  Graham  Ek  from 
Uitenhage,  who  was  spending  a  holiday  with  his  grandparents  in  East 
London. 

The  Mia  Maids,  under  the  supervision  of  their  teacher  Sister  Theresa 
Trollip,  travelled  to  Kingwilliamstown  during  the  school  holidays  for  a 
day's  outing.  They  saw  many  places  of  interest  and  thoroughly  enjoyed 
their  train  journey. 

Quilt  making  set  the  wheels  of  Relief  Society  in  motion  once  more 
and  the  sisters  are  very  pleased  that  they  can  again  meet  weekly  with  each 
other  in  such  pleasant  surroundings. 

The  East  London  members  were  thrilled  to  have  little  Karen  Rauben- 
heimer back  at  Sunday  School  after  she  had  spent  six  weeks  seriously  ill 
in  the  hospital.  The  saints  are  more  aware  than  ever  of  the  power  of  the 
Priesthood  and  are  grateful  to  our  heavenly  Father  for  restoring  the 
Priesthood  in  these  latter  days. 

PORT  ELIZABETH 

Welcome    New    Convert 

by  Audrey  O'Ehley 

CONGRATULATIONS  were  ex-  7.30  a.m.  and  although  this  was  not 

tended  by  all  to  Sister  Shirley  exactly    the    warmest    time    of  the 

Savage,     a    new    member    of    this  year  for  such  a  plunge,  we  are  sure 

branch,  who  took  the  big  step  on  it    was    the    most   wonderful    "dip" 

the    25th    July,    1965    as    she    was  Sister  Savage  has  ever  experienced, 

baptised   and   confirmed   a   member  We  are  proud  of  her  and  are  sure 

of  the  Church.  There  were  approxi-  she  will  do  her  best  in  furthering 

mately    fifteen     people     present    to  the  Lord's  work, 
witness    this    ordinance    being    per-  As    joy    is    experienced    when    a 

formed.    The    baptism   was    carried  baptism  is  performed,  so  sadness  is 

out  in  the  ocean  at  Noord  Hoek  at  felt    when    one    of    our    members 
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meeting  was  held  on  Saturday  30th 
July  1965  at  7.30  p.m.  at  the  home 
of  President  Douglas  E  Charsley 
and  the  programme  of  "Every 
Member  a  Missionary"  as  put 
forward  by  President  David  O. 
McKay,  was  explained  by  Elder 
Rocco  de  Villiers  and  Elder  Roger 
B.  Moore.  Thereafter  the  interesting 
film  on  the  Mormon  Pavilion  was 
shown  and  enjoyed  by  all. 


departs  from  us.  This  was  the  case 
when  Brother  Joseph  Kozabiewicz 
passed  away  after  a  very  long 
illness.  This  sadness  is  overcome 
when  we  realise  that  he  had  pro- 
gressed one  step  further  in  the  great 
Plan  of  Salvation. 

On  the  weekend  of  July  31,  1965 
we  were  privileged  to  have  the 
Assistants  to  the  Mission  President 
with   us.   An   officers   and  Teachers 

RAMAH  FIRST 

Jumble    Sale    Brings    Profits 

by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 

A     LOT  has  been  happening  at  Raman  this  month.  The  Sunday  School 

■"-    held  a  Jumble  Sale  which  netted  a  nice  sum  for  their  funds.  A  film 

evening  proved  very  enjoyable  with  the  profits  going  towards  a  party  and 

Christmas  tree  for  the  children. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Brother  and  Sister  James  Howden  who 
have  a  new  little  son. 

President  Kenneth  B.  Chater  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Manager  in 
the  Head  Office  of  Barclay's  Bank  in  Johannesburg. 

We  were  thrilled  to  visit  the  private  exhibition  of  Brother  Neville 
Cramer  and  to  admire  his  handiwork.  It  is  certainly  an  evidence  of  what 
one  can  do  when  developing  in  the  Lord's  service. 

On  Friday,  July  23,  the  Transvaal  held  its  annual  social  to  which  all 
District  and  Mission  Leaders  were  invited.  The  guests  of  honour  were  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  J.  Golden  Snow  and  past  and  present  missionaries.  The  cate- 
ring arrangements  were  in  the  capable  hands  of  Sister  Anna  de  Wet  and  her 
counsellors.  During  the  socialising,  Brother  T.  Y.  Wilson,  Sister  Valerie 
Keuning,  and  Brother  Neville  Cramer  gave  a  few  amusing  anecdotes  from 
their  missionary  experiences. 

The  Ramah  First  MIA  is  working  hard  to  produce  "H.M.S.  Pinafore", 
to  be  held  sometime  in  the  spring.  We  are  looking  forward  to  this  most 
delightful  comic  opera  of  Gilbert  and  Sullivan. 

EAST  RAND 

Has    'Dinner 

Lucy 
A  LTHOUGH  Relief  Society  has 
■"■  been  in  recess  for  the  last 
couple  of  months,  activities  have 
not  stopped.  Apart  from  making 
regular  batches  of  chocolates,  the 
sisters  combined  forces  with  the 
Priesthood  and  held  a  very  success- 
ful dinner.  The  East  Rand  members 
were  really  rejoicing  because  it  was 
the  first  function  to  be  held  in  the 
Cultural  Hall  again.  Although  a 
lot  of  work  is  still  to  be  done,  the 
hall  was  in  such  shape  as  to  lend 
itself  to  the  very  appropriate 
theme  of:  "Dinner  on  the  Moon". 
The  traces  of  the  fire  still  to  be 
seen     added     to     the     atmosphere 


on    the    Moon' 

Carr 

created  by  stars,  rockets  and  satel- 
lites,  that   adorned   the   "sky". 

MIA  seems  to  be  going  at  the 
same  steady  pace.  Great  enthusiasm 
was  shown  for  a  costume  party 
held  during  the  course  of  July. 
There  were  big  prizes  as  well  as 
booby  prizes  and  everyone  had  the 
chance  to  get  their  troubles  re- 
warded. 

At  Primary  the  young  brothers 
and  sisters  are  working  hard  at  the 
programme  to  be  presented  in 
October.  The  East  Rand  Primary 
has  incorporated  games  with  their 
"Cake  and  Cool  Drink"  days.  Not 
only  do  the  children  look  forward 
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to  the  lovely  refreshments,  but  also       Daphne  Alexander  has  in  store  for 
to    the    exciting    games    that    Sister      them. 

PRETORIA 


Prepares     For    October     Bazaar 

by  Ron  Richards 
I  TNDER  the  direction  of  Sister  Audrey  Louw,  the  sisters  have  made  many 
^     articles  for  the  October  bazaar,  which  we  are  sure  will  be  a  great  suc- 
cess. On  August  28,  the  sisters  are  holding  a  cake  sale.  Both  these  functions 
are  in  aid  of  the  building  fund. 

Sister  Anna  Wiblin  arranged  a  "Watkins  makeup"  demonstration.  The 
sisters  were  amazed  at  the  transformation  of  the  two  models  —  Sister  Eileen 
van  Staden  and  Wilhelmina  C.  Hutton. 

The  "Merrihands"  class  in  particular  missed  Sister  Nella  van  Vuuren 
who  has  spent  a  month  in  the  hospital.  After  an  operation  she  is  now  re- 
covering steadily  at  home. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  Hutton  have  been  called  to  serve  as  counsel- 
lors in  the  Mission  MIA.  The  Deseret  MIA  is  now  under  the  able  leader- 
ship of  Brother  and  Sister  Jan  Lion  Cachet.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
great  strides  during  this  year. 

Brother  Stephanus  F.  Terblanche  organized  a  dinner  "Mexican  Siesta" 
with  Sister  Louise  Herholdt  handling  the  food  aspect.  A  concert  followed 
and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  had  by  all. 

The  stage  back  drops  have  been  compiled  by  Sister  Hester  Martin. 
Her  skillful  blending  of  colours  and  true-to-life  scenery  is  truly  a  master- 
piece. 

On  July  21,  Brother  Hendrik  van  Vuuren  was  baptised.  His  birthday 
party  followed  given  by  his  grandmother,  Sister  Mariana  van  Vuuren. 

SPRINGS 

Holds    'Cheese'    Social 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

THE  Sunday  School  adult  class  Avril  Rowe,  Heather  Gemel  and 
held  their  class  social  at  the  Belinda  Andre.  Two  investigators, 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Keith  the  sisters  Dorothy  and  Jillian 
Chapman  on  July  16.  There  was  Eales,  also  took  part  with  very 
rather  a  cheesy  Aroma  as  everyone  favourable  results.  Brother  Piet 
was  required  to  bring  a  different  Botha,  the  only  male  amongst  this 
type  of  cheese.  All  agreed  that  it  galaxy  of  femininity,  calmly  de- 
was  a  very  successful  social.  livered  his  address  in  Afrikaans.  We 
MIA  study  group  held  a  very  feel  that  word  of  praise  to  these 
interesting  fireside  at  the  home  of  young  people  is  not  amiss. 
President    and    Sister    Henri    Hugo  sist£r  Ansie  Dandorf  gave  birth 

°?  I   lJS  ^?CVthe  chaiArmans.mP       to  a  fine  7  lbs  3  oz.  baby  girl  on 
of  Brother  Otto  Krauss.  A  variety      Jul     30   ^      are  most  hap       with 

of  provocative  subjects  were  briefly      ^  liule    irl   We  too  rejoice  with 

discussed  by  several  members  them    in    welcoming    her    into    the 


fold. 


Under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Helen  MacMillan  the  MIA  Speech 
Competition  took  place  on  July  28.  The  Junior  Sunday  School  is  now 

The      participants       were       Sisters      looking    forward   with   keen   antici- 
Yvonne    Atkins,    Stephanie    Hugo,      pation  to  a  new  organ. 

WELKOM 


Primary    Stages    Parents'    Programme 

by  Anne  Robinson 

THE  most  wonderful  event  of  the  month  was  the  Primary  Parents  Demon- 
stration, which  was  held  on  the  25th  of  July,  in  the  Recreation  Hall 
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of  the  Welkom  Chapel  at  2 :  30  p.m. 

There  was  almost  100%  attendance  and  the  parents  were  thrilled  to 
watch  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest  of  the  Primary  Children  doing  their 
little  acts  and  giving  talks.  To  quote  President  Robinson.  "They  really 
touched  the  hearts  of  the  Parents,"  and  full  heartedly  the  members  agreed. 
Each  child  really  put  forth  his  best  and  left  the  members  thinking  what  a 
wonderful  organisation  was  revealed  by  the  Lord  for  His  little  children. 
Congratulations  to  all  the  leaders  of  Primary  and  to  Sister  Sheridan,  our 
new  Primary  Teacher,  for  we  feel  sure  that  what  she  witnessed  on  Sunday 
is  only  the  beginning  of  what  is  to  come. 

Sunday  the  11th  was  a  special  MIA  Pogramme  with  the  theme,  "The 
Glory  of  God  is  Intelligence".  Some  very  fine  talks  were  presented. 

Meleny  and  Alan  Smith  entered  the  waters  of  baptism  on  the  31st  of 
July,  and  we  wish  to  extend  a  warm  hand  to  them  in  their  first  step  to- 
wards God's  Kingdom. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  the  MIA  had  a  debate  on  "Do  the  Beatles  deserve 
the  MBE",  which  was  a  unanimous  "yes",  and  also  "Should  husbands  help 
in  the  the  Home."  Unfortunately  for  the  men  it  was  once  again  unanimous 
"yes".  The  MIA  really  had  an  enjoyable  evening  with  plenty  of  hilarious 
laughing. 


SALISBURY 


MIA    Trys    Hand    at    Farming 


by  Jean 

THE  month  started  well  with 
the  baptism  of  Sister  Margaret 
Neilson,  and  the  members  rejoiced 
to  welcome  Sister  Margaret  into  the 
Church. 

The  Salisbury  Branch  members 
gladly  welcomed  back  Sister 
Minnie  Swalwell  and  her  son,  John, 
early  in  July  after  their  holiday  and 
visit  to  the  Temple  in  London. 
Their  experiences  were  those  of 
great  calm,  peace  and  spiritual  up- 
lift. 

Over  a  year  ago  Brother  Bill  and 
Sister  Jenny  Neale  and  the  MIA 
members  were  invited  to  camp  over 
the  Rhodes  and  Founders  week- 
end on  a  farm  near  Shamva.  Owing 
to  rioting,  stoning  incidents  and  for 
security  reasons,  the  MIA  was  un- 
able to  accept  the  offer,  but  this 
year  arrangements  were  again  made 
and  eleven  happy,  excited  teenage 
members  had  their  camping  dream 
come  true. 

MIA  members  greatly  enjoyed 
the  novelty  of  cooking,  washing 
and  then  seeing  all  the  farming 
activities  —  cows  being  milked, 
pigs  being  fed  and  watered,  picking, 
cleaning  and  baling  of  cotton  — 
and  the  two  days  of  camping  passed 
all  too  soon. 


Bean 

Saturday  evening,  July  24,  saw 
hundreds  of  beetles  of  all  sizes  and 
shapes  in  the  Chapel  Hall  —  the 
result  of  a  Beetle  Drive !  The  Beetle 
Drive  was  a  fund  raising  project 
organized  by  the  Sunday  School 
Superintendency,  and  was  thorough- 
ly enjoyed  by  all  who  participated. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters,  al- 
though still  in  recess,  met  together 
with  some  friends  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  July  17,  and  listened  to 
an  interesting  talk  given  by  a  Miss 
Lindeque  on  "Speed  Reading". 
The  sisters  look  forward  to  greatly 
improving  their  reading  speed  and 
comprehension  —  a  boon  to  busy 
saints.  After  the  "Speed  Reading" 
talk,  Brother  Frank  Oliver  gave  an 
enlightening  demonstration  and 
explanation  on  the  working  of 
pewter  and  copper.  All  present 
were  amazed  at  the  comparative 
ease  with  which  patterns  could  be 
so  deftly  worked  on  the  metal. 

Primary  is  progressing  rapidly, 
and  the  Primary  President,  Sister 
Pauline  Wainwright,  reports  that 
attendance  has  grown  and  the 
attendance  of  non-members  has 
doubled. 
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RAMAH  SECOND 

Honours    New    Missionary 

■3 AMAH  Second  recently  congratulated  K.  Brian  Chater  family  and 
•*■*  especially  Olwynne  who  has  been  called  on  a  mission.  The  sisters 
in  Ramah  Second  gave  her  a  "shower"  to  start  her  on  her  way.  Olwynne  is 
another  first  in  our  branch  —  our  first  missionary.  May  the  Lord  bless  her 
in  this  wonderful  work  she  is  doing.  A  Farewell  Testimonial  Service  was 
held  for  her  and  it  was  a  most  inspiring  and  beautiful  service.  Sister  Ol- 
wynne had  a  very  good  start  on  her  mission.  She  arrived  at  the  Mission 
Home  at  8:00  o-clock  in  the  morning,  just  in  time  to  hear  the  doctor  place 
them  in  quarantine  for  two  weeks  because  of  German  measles. 

Also  in  line  for  congratulations  are  Sister  Eileen  Reynolds  and  Brother 
Leonard  Thomas  who  recently  became  engaged.  Brother  Thomas  was  the 
first  adult  convert  in  the  Ramah  Second  Branch.  We  wish  them  best  in  life. 

—  Marie  Delate 
COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

HPHE  members  of  the  Copperbelt  Branch  were  happy  to  welcome  a  new 
-■-  member  last  month  when  Brother  Eddy  Fourie  entered  the  waters  of 
baptism  on  July  4,  1965.  It  is  our  sincere  prayer  that  Brother  Fourie  will 
find  much  happiness  in  serving  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Farewells  were  said  to  both  Elders  Uzelac  and  Richardson.  We  were 
sorry  to  see  these  fine  missionaries  leave  this  corner  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 
In  their  place  we  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  Elders  Rigby  and  Butt. 
We  do  hope  that  these  two  missionaries  will  enjoy  their  stay  in  Zambia 
and  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  labours. 

On  July  11,  the  members  enjoyed  some  films  shown  by  the  Elders  and 
later  a  delicious  curry  and  rice  lunch  was  served  by  the  Relief  Society 
sisters.  —  Arlene  Oosthuizen. 

KIMBERLEY  BRANCH 

/"|UR  Primary  is  progressing  very  well.  Sister  Denise  Young  is  our 
^~*  Primary  Mother.  We  have  only  five  Latter-day  Saint  children,  but  our 
numbers  at  Primary  total  15. 

The  Relief  Society  is  in  full  swing  again.  The  Sisters  are  busy  on  a 
quilt  which  they  hope  to  finish  before  the  cold  weather  is  over. 

President  and  Sister  Harry  Spear  kindly  opened  their  lovely  home  for 
a  Fireside.  Elder  Douglas  Ridge  showed  the  heart-touching  film,  "High- 
lights in  Church  History".  We  all  felt  that  our  knowledge  of  the  Gospel 
had  been  enlarged  and  strengthened  after  viewing  the  film.  A  very  appro- 
priate solo  was  rendered  by  Sister  Martha  Dalgleish,  "The  Morning  Breaks, 
the  Shadows  Flee".  The  words  of  the  song  express  the  Glorious  Gospel  to 
full  advantage.  Refreshments  were  served  and  all  left  the  Fireside  feeling 
that  it  was  good  to  have  been  in  the  company  of  their  Brothers  and  Sisters 
in  the  Gospel.  —  Martha  Dalgleish. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

HPHE  MIA  held  a  "Bantu  Party"  on  July  2.  It  was  well  attended  and  the 
-*■  youngsters  made  the  best  of  the  food  in  a  short  period  of  time.  The 
poster  of  the  part  was  most  original,  which  depicted  an  Elder  in  a  native 
cooking  pot!    The  poster  was  designed  by  Brother  Ralph  Firpp. 

On  July  19,  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  holders  held  a  social.  It  took 
the  form  of  a  three-course  meal  with  a  film  show  following. 

The  branch  would  like  to  welcome  Douglas  Charsley  as  he  is  here 
for  armv  training.  —  Linda  van  der  Leek. 

KLERKSDORP  BRANCH 

rt^HE  members  enjoyed  having  Brother  George  Nel  talk  to  them  about 
-"-  his  experiences  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  Canada.  As  Genealogy  was 
emphasized,  everyone  promised  to  do  better  in  this  most  important  work. 
Brother  Dan  Paterson  also  gave  a  very  interesting  talk.  The  Sacrament 
Meeting  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  members  are  now  very  busy  getting  the  garden  into  shape,  now 
that  the  rush  of  the  opening  is  over.  —  May  Schultz. 
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MISSIONARY 

ACTIVITIES 


APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER  STANFORD  S.  SMITH,  appointed 
District  Leader  of  the  Pretoria  District 
on  August  16th.  1965.  He  has  laboured 
in  Welkom.  O.F.S.,  Brakpan,  Tvl..  and 
Bellville,  Cape. 


TRANSFERS 

ELDER    ROGER    D.   WILLIAMS,   transferred    from   Pretoria.   Tvl..   to  Somerset   West,    Cape 

as  Senior  Companion  to  Elder  Wayne  Owens.  August  1.  1965. 
ELDER    DOUGLAS    R.    WIESE,    transferred    from    Germiston.    Tvl.,    to    Pretoria.    Tvl.,    as 

junior  companion  to  Elder  Dan  E.  Myers,  August  16,  1965. 
ELDER     F.     LAYNE     HAMILTON,    transferred     from     Wonderboom     South     to     Lyttelton 

Manor.    Pta..    to    labour    with    Elder    Stanford    Smith.    August    16,    1965. 
SISTER    LORNEL    N.    CLARK,    transferred     from    Mission    Office    to    Parktown    North    as 

senior    companion    to    Sister    Melaney    J.    Peterson.    August    16,    1965. 
SISTER    MELANEY    J.    PETERSON,    transferred    from    Pretoria,    Tvl.    to    Parktown    North 

as    junior    companion    to    Sister    Lornel    Clark,    August    16,    1965. 
SISTER    OLWYNNE   GIBSON,   arrived    in   mission    field   on    August  2,    and    was    assigned    to 

work    with    Sister    Lornel    Clark    in    the    Mission    Home.    Transferred    from   Mission    Home 

to   Pretoria    as   junior   companion   to  Sister   Carol   J.    Etherington.    August    16.    1965. 

S.A.  MISSION  YOUTH 


IKecentiy     (^al/ed    to 
Serve     the     JLora 
in     the 
1 1 Ltssionfie/a 


Sister      Dalphina       Van 

Heerden 

East    London 


Sister    Olwynne    Gibson 
Johannesburg,     TVL 


Sister     Theone     Reckas 
Johannesburg,   Tvl. 
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A  NEW  FEATURE 


Our 

cJemote 


'empi 


Story 


by      II  liame     Swalwe/i,     Salisbury 

TOASTER  Saturday  1965  was  no  ordinary  day  for  me  and  my  son  John. 
-*-^  Just  a  few  weeks  previously  we  had  had  confirmation  of  our  appoint- 
ment for  baptism  for  my  late  husband,  and  also  sealing  together  for  time 
and  all  eternity.  John  and  I  read  together  from  the  book  "Saviours  on 
Mount  Zion"  in  preparation  for  our  visit,  but  it  was  not  until  we  actually 
arrived  at  the  Temple  did  we  feel  the  full  joy.  When  the  door  closed  behind 
us  we  felt  the  world  with  all  its  troubles  and  cares  was  a  very  long  way 
from  us.  The  temple  staff  was  wonderfully  kind,  giving  us  all  the  help  we 
required  to  fulfill  our  duties.  The  longer  time  one  can  give  to  help  the 
work  being  done  at  the  Temple,  the  better  for  one's  own  understanding.  The 
work  performed  in  the  temple  is  very  important  and  sacred. 

Although  we  have  just  returned  to  Rhodesia,  we  are  starting  to  save 
again  for  our  next  visit,  and  I  would  like  to  urge  all  Saints  to  start  now  — 
economizing  in  every  possible  way  —  so  that  they  may  also  know  the 
joy  of  worshipping  in  the  temple. 

I  give  you  my  testimony  that  the  temple  is  a  sacred  place  set  apart  for 
the  performance  of  Holy  Ordinances,  and  to  worship  there  is  a  very  faith- 
promoting  experience. 


bit     ^jDon     and     I  lid, a     uiai 


HJ 


mJDDENLY  the  moment  was 
^  our;  the  small,  beautifully, 
furnished  sealing  room  leading  off 
the  celestial  room  became  hushed, 
and  to  us  the  air  was  charged  with 
an  intense  feeling  of  anticipation, 
joy  and  fulfilment.  Quietly  we  knelt 
down,  one  on  each  side  of  the  altar 
and  our  hands  met  in  a  strong 
clasp,  resting  on  the  lace  altar 
cloth.  With  bowed  heads  we  heard 
the  sacred  words  being  pronounced 
over  us  sealing  us  together  as  man 
and  wife  for  all  time  and  eternity 
on  condition  of  our  righteous  en- 
deavours to  live  the  Gospel  of 
Christ    to    our    utmost    ability. 


/< 


rp 


er 


Moments  later  our  dear  little  son, 
Sean,  was  brought  to  us,  dressed  in 
white  and  looking  like  an  angel. 
Clasped  tightly  in  his  mother's 
arms,  he  was  sealed  to  us,  to  be 
ours  forever.  We  looked  at  each 
other  and  thought  of  the  babe  to 
come,  already  announcing  its 
presence  by  small  movements  and 
gave  thanks  for  the  knowledge  we 
had  that  it  would  soon  be  born  to 
us  in  the  Covenant. 

These  moments  were  the  culmi- 
nation of  our  Temple  Story  —  the 
realisation  of  dreams  which,  only 
shortly  before,  had  seemed  to 
belong      to      the      distant      future. 
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Through  a  set  of  unforeseen  circum-  knew   (hat  we   had  stood   in  a  holy 

stances  we  were  suddenly  placed  in  place  and  that  the  covenants  which 

the    position    which    enabled    us    to  we    had    entered    into    were    made 

make    the    trip    to    the    temple.    We  with  our  Father  in  Heaven. 
had  done  this,  in  spite  of  the  advice 

of   some    to   invest    our  money   for  Above     all.     the     feeling     which 

more    material    gain.  struck     us     most     after     our     first 

As    we    left    the    temple    grounds  session  in  the  temple,  was  the  great 

that    evening,    surrounded    by    dear.  sense   of   security   which    now   filled 

newly-made      friends,     we      looked  us,    the    feeling    that,    regardless   of 

back    at   the   tall    spire,    illuminated  whether     we     had     to     go     to     the 

against  the  dark  night  sky,  and  the  farthest    corners   of    the    earth,    we 

testimony    of    the    divinity    of    this  had    been    given    the    passwords    to 

work  glowed  brighly  within  us.  We  Salvation! 


by     Sydney     H.     Spech 


ON  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  June  8,  1964,  we,  (my  wife  and  I)  were  met 
at  the  Salt  Lake  Muncipal  Airport  by  Brother  Loyal  Glenn,  whom 
many  of  the  Saints  in  South  Africa  will  remember  as  a  missionary. 

We  flew  with  him  in  a  private  light  aircraft  to  Tremonton.  where  we 
were  made  welcome  by  his  charming  wife  and  three  daughters. 

That  evening,  as  we  discussed  our  forthcoming  visit  to  the  Logan 
Temple  the  next  morning,  I  told  Brother  Glenn  that,  not  knowing  what 
covenants  I  would  be  required  to  enter  into,  I  was  somewhat  naturally  con- 
cerned about  whether  I  could  keep  them.  He  said  "Although  I  know  you 
are  going  through  the  temple  tomorrow  morning,  and  I  am  going  with  you, 
I  cannot  tell  you  anything.  But  this  I  will  say.  You  will  not  be  asked  to 
make  any  covenant  which  any  good  Latter-day  Saint  who  tries  to  live  the 
Gospel  cannot  keep."  With  this  I  had  to  be  —  and  indeed  I  was  —  content. 

The  next  morning  we  set  off  for  Logan  with  a  feeling  of  keen  anticipa- 
tion. That  temple,  set  in  beautiful  gardens  on  a  high  mound,  or  small 
hill  will  ever  be  my  spiritual  home. 

We  were  met  by  the  Temple  Workers,  among  whom  were  Brother  and 
Sister  Everton,  well-known  to  may  Saints  in  this  mission,  with  the  utmost 
graciousness  and  kindness.  We  were  immediately  put  at  our  ease  by  their 
loving  thoughtfulness  and  sweet  gentleness. 

We  all  assembled  in  a  beautiful  little  chapel  for  a  preliminary  worship 
service.  At  this  time,  realizing  that  a  life's  dream  and  ambition  were  about 
to  be  fulfilled,  our  hearts  were  filled  with  unspeakable  joy.  The  spirit  of  the 
Lord  was   richly  present,  and  remained  with  us  for  the   rest  of  the   day. 

After  the  services  we  proceeded  with  the  ordinance  and  instruction 
which  are  part  of  receiving  one's  endowments. 

So  rich  were  the  blessings  and  promises  we  received  that  many  tears  of 
joy  and  gratitude  were  shed.  At  last  we  came  to  the  sealing  room,  more 
beautiful,  if  possible,  than  the  others,  where  we  were  married  for  time  and 
eternity  —  a  happy  climax  to  a  morning  of  joy  and  peace. 

How  reluctantly  I  left  those  sacred  halls  some  4{  hours  after  entering 
them!  Four  and  a  quarter  hours  of  blessings  and  instruction  such  as  can  be 
found  nowhere  on  earth  outside  of  the  temples  of  the  Most  High  God !  One 
feels  that  one  has  entered  an  entirely  different  world,  and  the  mundane 
things  of  this  world  are  forgotten.  How  often,  since.  I  have  longed  to 
return! 

We  also  had  the  privilege  of  going  through  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  and 
the  Los  Angeles  Temple.  Each  is  beautiful  beyond  my  poor  powers  of 
description,  and  in  each  we  learned  more. 

To  really  understand  the  significance  of  all  that  is  said  and  done,  one 
should  go  to  the  temple  not  once  but  many  times,  and  I  am  sure  that  if 

Sept..   1965  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  249 


one  went  everyday  of  one's  life,  something  fresh  would  be  learned  each 
time. 

An  experience  so  rich  and  rewarding  should  be  the  aim  and  desire 
of  every  Latter-day  Saint. 

NON-MORMON   AUTHORS  (Continued  from  page  229) 

place  to  their  descendants.  History  deals  in  surprises  and  paradoxes  quite  as 
startling  as  this.  The  man  who  established  a  religion  in  this  age  of  free 
debate,  who  was  and  is  today  accepted  by  hundreds  of  thousands  as  a 
direct  emissary  from  the  Most  High  —  such  a  rare  human  being  is  not  to  be 
disposed  of  by  pelting  his  memory  with  unsavoury  epithets."5 

In  view  of  unfavourable  articles  about  the  prophet  that  appear  from 
time  to  time,  one  is  reminded  of  Joseph  Smith's  account  of  the  Angel 
Moroni's  counsel  to  him.  ".  .  .  that  God  had  a  work  for  me  to  do;  and 
that  my  name  should  be  had  for  good  and  evil  among  all  nations,  kindreds, 
and  tongues,  or  that  it  should  be  both  good  and  evil  spoken  of  among  all 
people."0 

When  considered  in  the  light  of  these  words,  the  appearance  and  pub- 
lication of  such  unfriendly  accounts  merely  add  to  the  many  evidences  of 
Joseph  Smith's  divine  calling. 

The  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger  invites  all  men  to  read  Joseph 
Smith's  testimony  in  his  own  words,  to  test  the  fruits  of  the  prophet,  and 
to  search  into  the  message  that  he  bore.  In  accepting  this  invitation  one 
will  be  able  to  understand  why  Latter-day  Saints  throughout  the  world 
accept  the  youth  of  Palmyra  as  exactly  what  he  claimed  to  be :  A  prophet 
of  the  living  God — nothing  more,  nothing  less.  — RBM 

5  George  Q.  Cannon,  Life  of  Joseph  Smith,  p.  338 

6  Pearl  of  Great  Price;  Joseph  Smith  2:33. 

YEREENIGING   OPENS  NEW  CHAPEL  (Continued  from   page  238) 

diate  hymn  the  congregation  rose  and  sang  "Kom  Heiliges"  the  Afrikaans 
translation  of  "Come,  Come  ye  Saints."  Singing  Mothers  from  the  Trans- 
vaal sang  "Non  Nobis  Domine." 

In  his  address  President  Pienaar  mentioned  that  the  missionaries  came 
to  Vereeniging  for  the  second  time  in  1960.  The  progress  was  slow,  but  in 
November  1960  a  dependent  branch  was  formed.  A  building  fund  was 
started  in  November  1961.'  The  ground  for  the  chapel  was  broken  in  April 
of  1964.  He  expressed  his  appreciation  to  the  builders,  architect,  and 
church  authorities. 

President  Powrie  stated  that  the  "challenge"  he  had  previously  issued 
to  the  Vereeniging  Branch  had  "been  a  miracle  in  the  very  fulfilment." 

Brother  McKnight,  the  builder,  obviously  proud  of  his  craftsmanship, 
summed  up  the  feelings  of  the  members  of  Vereeniging  Branch  when  he 
humbly  said :  "Today,  I  believe  I  know  what  it  means  to  build  a  chapel." 

GLASS  CHIPS  ADD  SPARKLE   (Continued   from  page  240) 
and  cultural  hall. 

Guests  at  the  opening  services  were  impressed  by  the  spacious  foyer 
with  its  floor  length  windows,  simple  light  fittings,  and  bold  stone  work 
on  the  wall  between  the  foyer  and  the  chapel  proper.  Thick  gold  carpets, 
wine-coloured  windows,  and  modern  panel  work  grace  the  chapel  itself. 
Blond  pews  and  gold  drapes  add  finishing  touches. 

The  lounge  has  the  same  colour  scheme  as  the  rest  of  the  chapel 
and  is  furnished  with  modern  furniture.  The  Cultural  Hall  is  typical  of 
Mormon  Halls.  However,  the  choice  of  woodwork,  sparkling  bricks,  and 
gold  stage  curtains,  give  the  hall,  in  the  words  of  one  visitor,  "an  exquisite 
look." 

One  sister  who  visited  the  London  Temple  remarked  upon  viewing 
the  building,  "It's  beautiful  —  it's  almost  like  a  temple!" 

250  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  Sept.,  1965 


At    The    Temple, 


Sister  Ivy  Clark  of  Ramah  First  Branch,  poses  with  her  children 
— John,  Beryl,  and  David  prior  to  their  departure  for  the  London 
Temple.  After  saving  for  a  year,  Sister  Clark  bonded  her  home 
to  provide  the  additional  funds  to  made  the  6,000  mile  journey 
to  the  Temple  where  the  family  will  be  sealed  to  her  late  husband. 


Temple   Marriage 

I  stood  before  the  gates  of  God's  great  dome 

And  heard  him  whisper  softly,  "Come  to  me." 

I   cried   aloud,   "O   Lord,  I  come  to  thee! 

Yet,  give  me  strength  to  walk  most  proudly  home. 

I  give  thee  pledge  of  faith's  fidelity  ; 

I  seek  no  less  than  immortality, 

Yet,    give    me    strength    to   walk   most   proudly    home! 

"Do  all  who  stand  here  make  this  covenant? 
Do  all   who  come   here  lift  their  souls  to  God? 
I  find  the  world  less  free,  yet  less  content 
To  tread  their  way  on  this  thrice-trodden  sod. 
Let  none  who  walk  the  lesser  road  lament : 
And  strengthen  those  who  seek  the  steep  ascent." 

—by  Gail   Alyn   P.  Lundell 

Reprinted   from  "The   Improve- 
ment Era. 

Used   by   permission. 
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WORDS  OF  THE  PROPHET 


When  death  comes,  breathing 
ceases,  your  heartbeats  stop.  The 
sparkle  in  the  eye  grows  dim  and  we 
fail  to  respond  to  this  physical  en- 
viroment.  We  believe  and  I  believe 
that  the  Spirit  transcends  death. 
That  Christ  conquered  death,  I  oe- 
lieve  that  with  all  of  my  soul. 


"There  are  heights  in  man,"  says 
Carlisle,  "that  reach  the  highest 
heaven  as  there  are  depths  that  reach 
the  lowest  hell."  You  have  the 
choice  —  God  will  not  take  that 
from  you.  Yours  is  the  responsibi- 
lity, not  our  Father's  in  Heaven. 


Especially  do  we  appreciate  the 
welcome  extended  by  the  members 
of  the  Church  at  Johanensburg.  Our 
plane  was  one  hour  late  as  has  al- 
ready been  stated,  and  it  was  dark 
when  we  landed,  but  we  heard  the 
sweet  strains  of  "We  thank  Thee  O 
God  for  a  Prophet"  from  400  or 
more  voices,  and  we  knew  from 
whom  those  sweet  voices  came. 


I  am  grateful  for  the  ideals  of  the 
Church,  one  of  the  most  important 
of  which  is  establishing  of  an  ideal 
home,  the  rearing  of  children,  and 
the  love  of  one  another,  for  parents 
and  faith  in  God.  A  home  in  which 
family  prayers  are  held.  I  know  that 
they  are  out-of-date  generally,  even 
among  christians  nations,  and  I 
know  too  that  in  our  own  Church 
there  is  a  slackness  in  family  prayer 
but  in  the  true  Latter-day  Saints 
home  you  will  have  a  prayer  every 
morning  before  a  father  and  mother 
and  children  start  out  for  work  or 
for  school  and  thanksgiving  when 
night  closes  upon  them. 


Gratitude  is  a  deeper  virtue  than 
thanksgiving.  You  may  express 
thanks  by  words  but  gratitude  is  a 
feeling   of   the   heart   and   the  soul. 


We  pass  through  life  without 
realizing  what  our  blessings  are. 
Daily  there  are  things  which  we 
have  which  we  take  for  granted 
without  ever  considering  how  impor- 
tant they  are. 


Leaving 


for 


Sister    Ellen    F.    Homer 
Quincy,      Washington 


Home 
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